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GO GREEN, SAVE GREEN 


GREEN VENTURE 


MORES DOING OUR SHARE FOR CLEAN AIR! 
Summer 2000 

. To mark National Environment Week (June 4-10), Green Venture and the Hamilton 
Air Quality Improvement Committee coordinated the Hamilton- Wentworth Commuter 
Challenge. Individuals and entire organizations from across the region dusted off their 
bikes, flagged down the bus, filled their cars with co-workers and put‘on their walking 
shoes in celebration of alternatives to the single occupancy vehicle. Hamilton- 
Wentworth’s event was part of the Canadian Commuter Challenge, a larger national 
competition which took place on Wednesday June 7*. Results are still coming in, but it 
appears that Hamilton-Wentworth’s per capita participation put us in the top 10 of 52 
communities across the country. And our participants kept almost 9000 kgs of pollut- 
ants out of the air during the five day event! 
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environmental awareness 
and sustainable economic 
development. 

Drop by our office at: 


GB Get your Subsidized Tree Today! 


@ 
Over 75 trees were planted this Prices start at $20. Homeowners can 
spring in homeowners’ backyards in Ham- purchase trees when they sign up for a 
ilton-Wentworth: This is the third year 20% Club Homeowner Consultation. 


150 Main St West, #530 


Hours: that Green Venture has offered subsidized _. A 
Monday to Friday native trees to homeowners as part of the Since the tree planting program began ay 
9am - Spm 20% Club climate change project. 1998, over 330 trees have been planted in 
- homeowners’ yards throughout the region. 
qo >.> Homeowners can choose from Red Maple, Green Venture’s goal is to reach 500 trees 


White Ash, Ironwood, White Spruce, planted by the end of October. 
Serviceberry, Red Oak, Tulip Tree, White 
Birch, and more. All the varieties are in- 
digenous to local soil and climatic condi- 
tions, and therefore require less water and 
pesticide use. The trees are 3 years old and 
range in height from 3 to 8 feet. 


e-mail; 
contact@greenventure.on.ca 
website: ss 
www.greenventure.on.ca 


Help us reach the 500 plateau this year by 
planting a tree in your yard! Contact 
Green Venture at 540-8787 to book a tree 
consultation and we’|l all breathe easier 
this fall! - 


Tel: (905) 540-8787 
Fax: (905) 540-8882 


i) All Good Things Must Come to an End! 


Joel Begin, Energy Conservation Manger will unfortu- 


nately be leaving Green Venture as of June 30th. Al- 
§ though we are sad to see him go, we know Joel is follow- 
ing his dream. Recently, we sat down with Joel and 


i” 


asked him a few questions. 


GV: Where are you going? 
1JB: I have been accepted to teacher’s college in 
Windsor. I want to teach at the primary school level. 


GV: What did you like best about working at Green 
Venture? . 

JB: Something different happening everyday. The daily 
challenges. Certainly all the people in municipal and fed- 
eral government I got to know and work with. Sonya 
Kapusin at the Regional Community Planning Depart- 
ment was instrumental in helping to develop the 20% 
Club program and became a good friend. Meeting and 
working with so many different and enthusiastic volun- 
teers like April Eby, Velma Grover and Paul Embregts. 
Watching them develop as public speakers was reward- 
ing. And of course the public, homeowners, and youth. 
Doing the 20% Club presentation for them was what the 


Now is the perfect time to plant some native species in 
your yard. Unlike the May 24th rush to the garden cen- 
tre for annuals and non-native perennials, native plants 
can be planted throughout the season. Native plants do 
require water as they are getting settled but once well- 
established most are drought tolerant, due to the long 
root systems that they develop. These plants are indige- 
nous to this geographical area and therefore require less 
maintenance. 


Another alternative to the traditional lawn is to use any 
one of a large number of ground covers. Ground covers 
can be walked on and don’t show it! A ground cover 
will create a cooler layer than a brick or stone layer, and 
moisture will not dissipate at such a fast rate. Although 
green is acommon colour for groundcover it comes in 
all shades and some flowering varieties. 


Diversity is important to the health of all living things, 


job was all about. It helped me develop and a public 


PESTICIDE REDUCTION CAMPAIGN 
START THIS CENTURY “FREE” - 
FREE OF PESTICIDES & CHEMICALS 


AT GREEN VENTURE Ovr AIM IS TO REDUCE PESTICIDE USE IN THE HAMILTON HARBOUR WATER- 
SHED BY ENCOURAGING LANDOWNERS TO PLANT NATIVE SPECIES AND BY PROMOTING A CHEMICAL-FREE 
APPROACH TO GARDENING © 


speaker and as a person. Presenting to church groups and 
neighbourhood associations were the most fun while the 
young people presented the most challenges because they 
asked the most direct and thoughtful questions. 


GV: Tell us about your most memorable moments 
working at Green Venture. . 

JB: Too many to mention. I always had the opportunity 
whe doing 20% Club Homeowner Consultations and 
community presentations to meet many different people 
with so many different perspectives on the environment 
(and life in general!). Whether it was Morley the building 
security guard or Bill the visually impaired homeowner 
and service club member, I was always guaranteed a dif- 
ferent perspective. That always made for an interesting 
day! 


GV: Any words of wisdom to pass on to homeowners 
in Hamilton-Wentworth Region? 

JB: Over the last year I also became a homeowner, so | 
can relate to many of the environmental issues Green 
Venture clients have. If I had to say one thing it would be 
that your work is never done and there is always more 
that you can do. So keep working for what you believe in! 


and it is important that we strive to increase it. No mat- 
ter how little we may think our greenspace adds to the 
overall greenspace, every little bit helps. 


Greening up the face of the earth is important, but more 
important is that we do it without the use of chemical 
pesticides, herbicides and fungicides. We are part of our 
environment and what we put on the lawn or the drive- 
way we ultimately add to our drinking water. 


Pesticide Free Action Kits are available from Green 
Venture. The kits explain the reasons for reducing the 
use of chemical pesticides; offer tips on organic garden- 
ing; give hints on how to broach the subject of pesticide 
use «vith neighbours; and include a weatherproof 
“Pesticide Free Naturally” lawn sign to tastefully adver- 
tise your success. For more information call Heather 
at 540-8787 ext. 10 


Test Your Smog I.Q. 


You’ve put away the parka, stashed the snow shovel, tossed the toque and happily emerged from a winter of 
hibernation ready for a long hot summer of impromptu picnics, sweaty road trips, short-shorts and water sports. @ 
Unfortunately, summer is also smog season. There’s much we should know about the oppressive yellow-brown 
blanket that suffocates our region for approximately 10 days each summer. And there’s much we can do as in- 
dividuals to protect our health and cut down on our contribution to the problem. Take the quiz below and test 
your smog IQ! 


1. A Smog Advisory is issued by the Ministry of Environment when the Air Quality Index is expected to reach 
a. 35 b. 50 . c. 60 x d. 100 


2. It’s 8:30 a.m. and the caffeine-starved multitude has lined up at the local Tim Horton’s drive thru. If they were more 
awake, they’d know that after only __ seconds of idling, they’ve consumed more fuel than restarting their engines. 
axio b. 40 - ¢.60 d. 90 


3. Smog affects more than the view. It also 
a. prematurely ages your lungs d. damages plan‘s and agricultural crops 
b. irritates your nose and throat e. all of the above 
c. lowers your resistance to infections 


4. Think of it as bartending for breathers. Circle the ingredients found in the summer smog cocktail 
wind high temperatures solvents (oil-based paints, cleaners etc) 
sunlight acid rain carbon dioxide car and truck emissions 


5. Smog kills. The Hamilton Air Quality Initiative estimates that premature deaths are attributable to air pollution 
each year in Hamilton-Wentworth 
a. 26 b. 75 C321 d. 510 


6. It’s the day of the big family reunion. You’re hosting... and to add to your stress, you’ve just heard on the news that a smog 
alert has been issued. What should you NOT do? 

a. serve sandwiches instead of barbecuing b.-mow the lawn 

c. keep the activities indoors and low energy, especially for kids and elders 

d. encourage guests to take the bus or carpool to your place 


7. How many smog alert days have been predicted for Hamilton-Wentworth in 2000 (Jan 1 to June 28)? 
aie! | bs2 C3 d. 4 


8. Which is the least smoggy region of Canada? 
a. Windsor-Quebec corridor b. Lower Fraser Valley _c. South Atlantic region d. Saskatchewan 


is the largest single domestic source of smog in Ontario 
a. industrial processes 
b. vehicle emissions 
c. oil-based paints and other solvent use 
d. road paving and other construction activities 


Answers: 0 6 ‘°P 8 :9L 54.9 £9 ¢ S“SUOISSIWO YONI) pue Jed ‘sJUDATOS ‘ounqesoduiay ysry Wsiyuns p fa ¢ ‘eZ ‘q | 


How Did You Do? 


0-3 correct Time to enrol in Smog School! Try these web sites: www?2.ec.gc.ca/smog or 
www..airquality.hamilton.on.ca. Or give us a call at Green Venture! 

4-7 correct Not bad. Betcha’d get perfect if you took the quiz again... 

8+ correct — You’re areal Smog Buster! Next step...share your superhero smog awareness with family, 
friends and co-workers and get them on the smog fighting team! 


year on their water bill, meaning after three short years 
your rainbarrel has paid for itself and is making you 
$20.00 per year! Rainbarrels help the environment and - 
provide gardeners with a chlorine free water source. 


: ; the Green Scene: | 


| Pesticide Free Garden Signs Available 


Have a pesticide free garden? Want to let the 

| | world know (or at least those that pass by your garden?) 

4 | Signs are only $2.00 (taxes included) and are double | 
| | sided. Placing a sign in your yard or a window isa great 
| | way to let your neighbours know you have gone pesti- 

g | cide free. 


Got Some Yard Waste? 


Getting your yard waste ready for collection? 
Why not try composting it instead? Green Venture has 
regionally subsidized composters for only $12.29. On 
top of that we also have the know-how to advise you on 
how to get started and keep it going right! Already com- 
posting and having problems? Give us a call and the 
Green Venture compost gurus will be more than happy 

- to answer your questions. 


| | Naturalized Garden on Board of Ed. Lawn 


| Have you seen it yet? Green Venture has taken 
over the southwest corner of the Board of Education 
front lawn in downtown Hamilton. What have we done , peer 
with our new land? We’ ve planted a naturalized garden, eye CZ ee Ue 
of course! Stop by and enjoy the look of a garden 

| planted with only native species. As this garden matures 
it will require less watering and minimal pesticides to 
keep it green and beautiful. Watch and see! 


High air conditioning costs got you down? Don’t turn 

off your air conditioner, call Green Venture. The same 

leaks that let your heat escape in the winter make you 

lose your cool in the summer. Our home performance 

Frank’s Tanks — Spell Money in the Bank evaluation will help you to pinpoint these leaks and give 
you advice on how to improve the overall energy 
(heating and cooling) efficiency of your home. Let 

you save money! Frank’s Tanks is a local rainbarrel Green Venture get you back into the cool this summer 


manufacturer and Green Venture sells these wonderful and back into the warm this winter. Don’t sweat through 
contraptions for the low price of $64.99 plus tax. A one more day without us! 


rainbarrel will save the average homeowner $20.00 per 


Green Venture and Frank’s Tanks can help 


: we) Upcoming Summer Events | | ne 


, | Green Venture will be at festivals in your community over the course of the summer. Below you'll find a listing 
|| of upcoming festivals. Stop by our booth, say “hi”, and collect information on any of our products and programs. 


|| June 30th — July 3rd IT’S YOURFESTIVAL Gage Park, Hamilton 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 


MN 


3 2022 21333928 2 


| 


July 9th 4 MILE GARAGE SALE Beach Boulevard, Hamilton 8a.m. to3 p.m. 


BLIC LIBRARY 


| 


g| July 15th—16th AQUAFEST Bayfront Park 10am.—6p.m. 


il PU 


| August 8th NATIONAL NIGHT OUT Jack Beemer Park evening, approximately 4 hours 


|| 


II! 


August 11th — 13th . FESTIVAL OF FRIENDS Gage Park, Hamilton 12 p.m. ss 7 p.m. 


August 25th -27th WINONA PEACH FESTIVAL Winona Fair Grounds _ all day 


Have some free time? Have a teenager with some free time? We welcome volunteers to help at the Green Venture 
booths. It is a great way to get involved with the community and to learn about the environment at the same time. To vol- 
| unteer for any of the festivals listed call Bonnie at 540-8787 extension 17. 


